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1918 Excerpt: ...above the symphysis for
drainage. Chalier and Glenard treated
fourteen of their thirtynine cases of
abdominal gunshot wounds with simple
drainage of the pouch of Douglas with
intraperitoneal injections of ether and oil of
camphor. They also injected oil of camphor
subcutaneously and employed the Fowler
position. There were ten deaths among the
fourteen patients. None of the patients were
operated on within ten hours after injury
and some were operated on as late as the
fourth day. Table 3 shows the results of
simple suprapubic drainage in fifty-five
cases.2 TABLE 3--RESULTS OF
SUPRAPUBIC DRAINAGE IN
FIFTY-FIVE CASES Bouvier and
Caudrelier: 16 operated on in less than 3
hours, 8 deaths. 8 cures. 11 operated on in
less than 5 hours, 5 deaths, 6 cures. 2
operated on in less than 6 hours, 2 deaths, 0
cures. Lapointe: 14 operated on in the first
7 hours, 8 deaths, 6 cures 12 operated on
after the first 7 hours, 12 deaths, 0 cures.
What may be called the internationally
accepted treatment of patients not to be
operated on consists in rest in the
recumbent position with shoulders raised
and knees flexed. This position relaxes the
abdominal musculature and adds to the
comfort of the patient. No attempt should
be made to move the patient unless the
move is unavoidable, nor should he be
permitted to move himself. If he is moved
before the operation, the Fowler position
should be maintained during transport.
Food by the mouth should be interdicted
and water likewise should be forbidden,
unless neither nausea nor gas is present. A
teaspoonful of water at intervals of fifteen
minutes may be given by mouth to moisten
the dry mucosa. Food and water may be
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given by the bowel in the case of lesions of
the small intestine or the stomach, the
common sites of perforation. Opiu...
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